In general, * when pre-modern and modern texts and images-and today, even films-depict someone with an astrolabe, it suggests not only that they are practising astronomy, but also that they are familiar with astrology, and perhaps even magic.1 To what extent, however, was the astrolabe really an astrological instrument?
, from a similar context, proves less rewarding. Second, the chapter will investigate three examples of the early ʿAbbāsid astrolabe making tradition: the "Baghdād astrolabe", undated but probably the earliest surviving astrolabe; the earliest dated astrolabe, by Nasṭūlus; and one by al-Khujandī, probably the earliest with astrological markings.
Texts
Ioannes Philoponus and, shortly afterwards, Severus Sebokht, wrote the earliest known treatises on the construction and use of the astrolabe. While Philoponus, a Christian scholar, lived and worked in late fifth-and sixthcentury Alexandria in Egypt, Sebokht, a bishop and monk, flourished in late sixth-and seventh-century Asia Minor.4 Each arranged their treatise in two parts, the first dealing with construction, the second with use.
